Delayed massive hemothorax complicating simple rib fracture associated with diaphragmatic injury.
Traumatic hemothorax is potentially life threatening. Rib fractures are the commonest injury after chest trauma, which accounts for 10% of patients after trauma. A delayed massive hemothorax after simple rib fracture is rare. The possibility of delayed sequelae after chest trauma should be considered, and patients should be informed of this possibility. We present a case of this uncommon situation with delayed massive hemothorax caused by simple fracture of the lower ribs. Admission should be considered for close observation when presenting with fracture of the lower ribs because of the possibility of diaphragmatic injury or intra-abdominal injury, even if a simple rib fracture is found initially.